LORD ODO RUSSELL

support of Russia against England, but added, "I believe this
report to be utterly unfounded and untrue."1

Exactly what did transpire at Metz is obscure, but it was
sufficient to cause Bismarck profound disquiet.2 His never-
slumbering mistrust of Gontaut-Biron was only exceeded by his
conviction that Decazes was a past-master in the arts of intrigue,
and he dreaded lest reports of what had happened should com-
plicate the diplomatic web, which was far too tangled already,
and make it still more difficult for Germany to preserve the
strict neutrality he considered essential in the best interests of
his country. Knowing that the Emperor laid the responsibility
of the war on the shoulders of the Power that had refused to
sign the Berlin Memorandum,3 and determined to prevent any
possibility of misunderstanding with a Power that might soon
declare war, he sent a "secret and private" message to Lord Odo
Russell from his retreat at Friedrichsruhe imploring him to give
no credence to any rumours that the Emperor had criticized
British policy and praised that of the French. He gave the
strongest assurances that the Emperor strenuously denied having
expressed any such opinions, for "he feared that persons anxious
to sow discord between England and Germany would turn these
false reports to account." Billow, who delivered the message, so
different in tone from the message he had been charged with the
previous autumn, added that England and Germany were
"natural allies," and that Bismarck's last words to him before he
left Berlin were "to remember that the basis of his policy was
and ever would be an alliance with England and that he should
never cease to work towards its complete realization." The
criticism of English policy which had been attributed to the
Emperor had its origin not at Metz, but in Paris, its object being
to isolate England and to enable France to act with Russia and
Germany, an object that would never be fulfilled while Bismarck
was Chancellor.4 But while Britain could have had an alliance
with Germany she was making overtures to Austria whose policy
was already decided by secret treaties.

Although Bismarck stressed his desire to act with Great
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*A good account is given by Mr. Carter in the American Historical Review.
XXIX. pp.288-293.
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